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SUBJECT: COPEI'S COMPLAINTS ABOUT U.S. SUPPORT POR AD 

SUMMARY: COPEI REPRESENTATIVE ON SUPREME ELECTORAL COUNCIL HAS TOLD 
EMBOPP HE INTENDS NEXT WEEK TO CHARGE U.S. OIL COMPANIES WITH CONTRI- 
BUTING HEAVILY TO CAMPAIGN OF OPPOSITION AD PARTY, AND HAS IMPLIED 
IMPETUS POR THIS PLANNED MOVE IS COMING PROM PRESIDENT CALDERA. 
EMBOPP'S STATEMENT OP EMBASSY'S POLICY OF NON-INVOLVEMENT IN CAMPAIGN 
APPEARS TO HAVE HAD SOME EPFECT IN ALLAYING COPEI SUSPICIONS ABOUT 
USG PARTIALITY TOWARD AD, BUT COPEI PROPESSES TO BE CONVINCED THAT 
U.S. OIL COMPANIES ARE SUPPORTING AD, AND PLANS TO MAKE MAJOR ISSUE 
OP THIS IN ORDER TO TRY TO GAIN ELECTORAL ADVANTAGE. CHARGE PLANS TO 
REITERATE U.S. POSITION TO HIGH-LEVEL OFPICIAL. END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING LUNCHEON WITH EMBOFP ON SEPTEMBER 27 EDUARDO AGUILAR, 

COPEI'S REPRESENTATIVE ON SUPREME ELECTORAL COUNCIL, COMPLAINED 
ABOUT WHAT HE DESCRIEBED AS EMBASSY PREPERENCE POR ACCION 
DEMOCRATICA (AD) OVER COPEI AND ABOUT ALLEGED LARGE CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO AD PROM AMERICAN OIL COMPANIES. AGUILAR, WHO POR MANY YEARS 
HAS MAINTAINED CLOSE AND FRIENDLY CONTACTS WITH EMBASSY OPPICERS, 
STATED THAT NEXT WEEK IN SUPREME ELECTORAL COUNCIL HE WILL MAKE, 

ON BEHALF OF COPEI, A PUBLIC CHARGE THAT AMERICAN OIL COMPANIES ARE 
MAKING LARGE CONTRIBUTIONS TO AD'S ELECTION CAMPAIGN. HE SAID THAT 
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AS PRIEND OF U.S. HE DID NOT LOOK PORWARD TO MAKING CHARGE, BUT THAT 
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ALLEGED EMBASSY'S AND OIL COMPANIES' PREEERENCE EOR AD IS DEEPLY 
RESENTED BY COPEI LEADERS, INCLUDING PRESIDENT CALDERA. HE INDICATED 
HE HAD ATTENDED CONFERENCE OE PRESIDENT AND TOP COPEI LEADERS LAST 
WEEKEND AND IMPLIED THAT PRESIDENT HIMSELE WAS PROVIDING IMPETUS EOR 
EORTHCOMING CHARGE BY AGUILAR. AGUILAR ALSO STATED ELATLY THAT 
PRESIDENT WANTED EMBASSY TO BE AWARE OE HIS CONCERN IN THIS MATTER. 

2. EMBOFE EMPHATICALLY STATED EMBASSY'S POLICY OE COMPLETE NEU- 
TRALITY AND NON-INVOLVEMENT IN ELECTIONS. HE REFERRED TO MEETING 
WITH AMERICAN BUSINESSMENT LAST YEAR IN WHICH EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVES 
STRESSED USG NON-INVOLVEMENT IN CAMPAIGN, STATED THAT USG WOULD 

NOT LOOK FAVORABLY ON INVOLVEMENT BY US COMPANIES, AND PASSED OUT 
EXCERPTS OP VENEZUELAN LEGISLATION DEALING WITH CONTRIBUTIONS OP 
POREIGNERS TO VENEZUELAN POLITICAL PARTIES. EMBOPP ADDED THAT NON- 
INVOLVEMENT POLICY HAS BEEN STRESSED REPEATEDLY IN INTERNAL EMBASSY 
COMMUNICATIONS AND MEETINGS. EMBOFE ALSO REPERRED TO AMBASSADOR'S 
LUNCHES EOR LEADING PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES, DURING WHICH AMBASSADOR 
STRESSED EMBASSY'S IMPARTIALITY AND NON-INVOLVEMENT. EMBOPP SAID 
THAT EMBASSY HAS MADE MAJOR EPFORT TO AVOID ANY SUSPICION OP INVOLVE- 
MENT AND THAT EMBASSY HAS BEEN PLEASED THAT US HAS NOT BECOME 
ENMESHED IN ELECTION ISSUES. EMBOFE ASKED THAT AGUILAR CONSIDER 
ISSUE IN TERMS OP USG'S AND COMPANIES' OWN INTERESTS, E.G. THAT IT 
WOULD MAKE NO SENSE FOR USG OR COMPANIES TO BE IDENTIPIED WITH ONE 
PARTY IN ELECTION WHICH EVERYONE EXPECTS TO BE CLOSE, WHICH 
EITHER COPEI OR AD COULD WIN. 

3. AGUILAR RESPONDED THAT PERHAPS EMBASSY WAS GENUINELY NOT IN- 
VOLVED (THOUGH HE SAID HE STILL THOUGHT EMBASSY HOPES AD WILL WIN), 

BUT THAT HE KNEW SOME OIL COMPANIES WERE NOT FOLLOWING EMBASSY'S 
HEED. HE INDICATED COPEI WAS DETERMENED THAT HE GO AHEAD WITH 
SPEECH IN SUPREME ELECTORAL COUNCIL. EMBOPP GOT IMPRESSION THAT IP 
IN FACT HE DOES MAKE SPEECH IT WILL FOCUS UPON AMERICAN OIL 
COMPANIES, AND NOT EMBASSY OR USG. 

4. COMMENT: COPEI CHARGES ABOUT OIL COMPANIES' SUPPORT EOR AD ARE 
OP COURSE NOT NEW. ISSUE HAS BEEN RAISED REPEATEDLY BY COPEI SPOKES- 
MEN AND REPRESENTATIVES OP OTHER PARTIES IN CAMPAIGN PROPAGANDA EVER 
SINCE CAMPAIGN BEGAN. HOWEVER, BY MAKING CHARGE IN SUPREME ELECTORAL 
COUNCIL, COPEI WILL BE RAISING ISSUE IN OPFICIAL PORUM AND MAY BE 
PREPARED TO OFPER WHAT IT CONSIDERS TO BE "PROOF" TO BACK UP CHARGE. 
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ALTHOUGH AGUILAR AND OTHER COPEI OPPICIALS CLAIM THEY ARE CONFIDENT 
COPEI WILL WIN ELECTIONS, PACT THAT THEY PLAN TO USE OIL COMPANIES' 
ALLEGED CONTRIBUTIONS TO AD AS MAJOR ISSUE MAY MEAN THEY PEAR AD IS 
IN LEAD, AND THAT COPEI MAY HAVE TO USE SUCH A NATIONALISTIC ISSUE 
TO TRY TO REGAIN INITIATIVE, ESPECIALLY SINCE COPEI HAS BEEN ON 
DEPENSIVE OVER SUPPORT OF ELLOW CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS IN CHILE, WHO, 

IT IS CHARGED, SUPPORTED COUP THERE. AD CAN BE EXPECTED TO MAKE 
VIGOROUS DENIAL AND COUNTER-CHARGES ABOUT ALLEGED COPEI CORRUPTION, 
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USE OF GOVERNMENT FUNDS FOR PARTY PURPOSES, CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 
FROM CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS IN GERMANY AND ITALY, ETC. IT THUS APPEARS 
THAT IN OCTOBER WE CAN EXPECT CONSIDERABLE INTENSIFICATION OF AD- 
COPEI ELECTION MANOEUVERS, SOME OF WHICH MAY UNFORTUNATELY INVOLVE 
USG, U S. COMPANIES, OR BOTH. 

5. IN VIEW OF WHAT APPEARS TO BE CLEAR INDICATION THAT COPEI LEADERS, 
PERHAPS INCLUDING PRESIDENT CALDERA HIMSELF, ARE DUBIOUS ABOUT OUR 
NEUTRALITY AND NON-INVOLVEMENT IN ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN, I FEEL THAT 
CLEAR STATEMENT OF OUR POSITION AT HIGH LEVEL IS NECESSARY. I AM 
THEREFORE SEEKING APPOINTMENT WITH SECRETARY GENERAL OF PRESIDENCY 
LUIS ALBERTO MACHADO FOR THAT PURPOSE. IN ADDITION EMBASSY OFFICERS 
WILL OE COURSE CONTINUE EFFORTS TO CONVINCE ALL SECTORS, ESPECIALLY 
COPEI, OF U.S. NEUTRALITY AND NON-INVOLVEMENT IN FORTHCOMING ELECTION 

FISHER 
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